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Dr. Kevin Law, State Climatologist
The West Virginia State Climate Office (WVSCO) was successfully transferred from West Virginia State University to Marshall University in 2008.  Since Marshall is undergoing a meteorology program, the move was to facilitate the access of climate data and information to the public.  The goal of the WVSCO is to provide weather and climate information to public and private entities in order to further climate education.  This includes improving weather and climate related mitigation practices and decision-making activities that affect the economic and environmental quality of the state.  Climate data and information are provided to research institutions, private firms, media outlets, as well as other agencies and the general public.  Invited lectures and other educational outreach programs are also presented throughout the state.  
CoCoRaHS
West Virginia became the 43rd state to join the CoCoRaHS network officially launching on May 1, 2009.  As of May 14, 2009, West Virginia has 55 registered volunteers.  The WVSCO serves as the State Coordinator and cooperates with the four National Weather Service Weather Forecast Offices (NWS WFOs) that serve the state.  The WFOs act as Regional Coordinators and have been strongly involved with the WVSCO in promoting the program throughout the state.  Several articles have been written and interviews have been given on numerous state media outlets.    
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Weather and Climate 2008: Year in Review

The average yearly temperature for 2008 in West Virginia was near normal with an average of 51.7°F.  Of the 114 years on record, 2008 was the 41st coldest.  January and February produced above average temperatures across the entire state as the winter was the 35th warmest on record.  The spring brought the return of near normal temperatures again but the summer months, particularly July and August, were unusually cold.  In fact, it was the 32nd coldest.  The autumn months were not much warmer, as the fall was the 28th coldest.  November produced especially cold temperatures as most stations across the state reported 2°F - 5°F departures from normal in their monthly averages.  
Annual precipitation values were approximately 3 inches above average across most of the state in 2008 averaging 47.2 inches.  It was the 32nd wettest year on record however it was a tale of two seasons.  Most of the precipitation fell early in the year causing major flooding in some areas while the late summer and autumn months produced exceptionally dry conditions.  The winter and spring months were among the wettest on record ranking 18th and 17th, respectively.  The summer produced near normal precipitation values.  June and July produced exceptionally high values especially across the northern half of the state.  Eighteen counties were declared federal disaster areas due to the widespread flooding.  The town of Glenville (Figure on next page) was the hardest hit as the Little Kanawha River flooded 9.16 feet above flood stage.  This was the highest crest since the remnants of Tropical Storm Juan affected the region in 1985.  August marked the beginning of the dry period that continued throughout the fall as it was the 17th driest on record.  September was the driest month especially in the southwestern part of the state.  Huntington only reported 0.11 inches the entire month. The below normal precipitation brought drought conditions to the state for the remainder of the year. 
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Flooding in the town of Glenville in June
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