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The University of Virginia Climatology Office is a Research and Public Service Center in the Department of Environmental Sciences. The office is also an integral member of the Southeast Regional Climate Center.

The office provides information and conducts research on the atmospheric environment and the impact of weather and climate on economic and ecologic systems to government, education, industry, the media and individuals.  Its on-line, “Climate Advisories” feature current climate research and/or educational material, and its web site offers an extensive array of climatic information and guidance to a broad spectrum of climatic data services.

ARSCO Qualifications: The AASC has designated the Climatology Office at the University of Virginia as the state climate office for Virginia. The following describes the ways in which the office addresses each of the ARSCO qualifications: 

Communication Capabilities 
The University of Virginia Climatology Office has phone, fax, email and videoconferencing capabilities with high-speed Internet service for the rapid transfer of data. The office maintains a web site devoted to a variety of its educational, informational, data provision and outreach goals.

Information Services 
The University of Virginia Climatology Office serves as the official repository and provider of climatic records within Virginia.  It handles thousands of requests for information annually, and provides general guidance on climate issues of all spatial and temporal scales.  Its web-based information services are accessed tens of thousands of times a year, with an estimated total download of information in the hundreds of thousands of pages.  These inquiries come from individuals, industry, the media and dozens of governmental and educational entities, worldwide.  In addition, the office’s monthly video “Climate Advisory,” a brief discussion of relevant topics regarding the climate of Virginia, is televised statewide on Public Television, Public Access Channels and agricultural information networks.
Research 
The office is an integral participant in the ShenAir Institute Research Program, which is designed to expand understanding of the atmospheric environment of the Shenandoah Valley region.  Under this program, the office has been involved with the following projects: 


•
Air Quality Climatology for the Shenandoah Valley


•
Asthma Alert System for Shenandoah Valley


•
Demographic Relationship to Respiratory Health in the Shenandoah Valley

In addition, major research efforts of the office include:


•
Examination of the relationships between U.S. climatic regimes and exacerbation of 



respiratory distress — in collaboration with the U.Va. Health Sciences Center.  This work 


has been expanded to include studies in Central America.


•
More detailed study of the climatic effects on outbreaks of hemorrhagic disease in Virginia wildlife — in collaboration with the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries.


•
Drought and drought impact monitoring research.

Outreach 

•
Provides data and expertise to dozens of state, federal and local government entities, and



educational institutions each year.

•
The office distributes information via hundreds of contacts with the print, radio 


and television media.

•
The office serves as a lead scientific contributor to the Virginia Drought Monitoring 


Task Force, with periodic drought reports and analyses.

•
Video Climate Advisories regarding aspects of Virginia climate are produced monthly for television and web-based distribution.

•
The office has been increasing emphasis on its web site as a vehicle for making information available to potential users. This has been successful in reaching more individuals and organizations in a more cost-effective fashion. The estimated amount of information accessed has nearly doubled from the previous year.

•
Presentation of education and training lectures for the Virginia Master Naturalist Program.

•
Informational presentations before local government and advisory groups regarding climate-related topics of community concern. 

 
•
Involvement with school-related groups regarding climate topics.

Monitoring and Impact Assessment 

•
Development of a web-based interactive system for ready access to short-range forecasts of 



human health related atmospheric information.


•
Provision of data and impact assessment for and service as a member of the Virginia Drought 



Monitoring Task Force


•
Participation as a member of the Virginia Hazard Mitigation Steering Committee, including development of climatic hazards analyses.
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