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The Vermont State Climate Office (VTSCO) received its ARSCO recognition in June 2005. The office is housed within the Department of Geography at the University of Vermont (UVM) & State Agricultural College, a land-grant institution that emphasises outreach as one of its core missions. The VTSCO is located in a laboratory setting donated by the Geography department. Climate Database Modernization Program (CDMP)-funded equipment, archival publications and documents are housed there, with adequate facilities for the undergraduate and graduate assistants.

The core mission of the VTSCO is to provide climate research and services to Vermonters and other constituents (university researchers, policy makers, state agencies, legal firms or school children) in a timely and efficient manner. This is facilitated via a dedicated website and e-mail address. 

Over the course of the AY 2008-2009, two graduate students were affiliated with the VTSCO and funded by research assistantships from the University of Vermont. The M.Sc. student in Natural Resources assisted with database development, promotion of the climate literacy efforts of the VTSCO and co-authoring seasonal editorials for the Rutland Herald newspaper. The Ph.D. assistant from the Plant and Soil Science department worked on phenological research related to bird migration in Vermont in the 1900s. 

ARSCO Qualifications: The VTSCO is the AASC-designated state climate office for Vermont. The following activities address each of the Office’s ARSCO qualifications.

Communications capabilities:

< continued enhancement of the VTSCO website (http://www.uvm.edu/~ldupigny/sc) with access to both hydrometeorological and geospatial data; ongoing CDMP historical data collection; mitigation awareness resources; data access and; a streamlining of the most commonly requested NCDC datasets

< provide free data, expert opinions and recommendations via the telephone, facsimile, electronic mail and regular mail

Information services:

< seasonal contributions (with VTSCO research assistant) on aspects of Vermont’s weather and climate for the Rutland Herald newspaper.

< provided five interviews on historical storms and climate change issues and to the Newport Daily Express, WDEV radio, National Geographic Television, Land Letter (Washington D.C. based environmental newsletter).

< handled over 27 non-CDMP related email, mail and telephone requests. 

Research:

<“Introduction - Climate science literacy - A state of the knowledge overview” Physical Geography, 29(6):1-4.

- guest editor of Physical Geography Volume 29, Number 6 devoted to Climate Literacy. (Organized solicitation and peer review of this special issue which was my suggestion)

< Section leader for Weather, Climate and Climate Change in Vermont. Vermont Monitoring Cooperative 20-year activity report.

< CDMP-related data collection of weather and climate data in personal diaries from the 1700s to early 1900s in the Library Research Annex of the UVM’s Bailey/Howe Library. These were imaged and forwarded to the CDMP for uploading to WSSRD. Databases of the contacts, findings and progress of visits around the state were updated. .

Outreach:

< led two web chats on the Vermont PBS programs (Public Square & the EPSCoR-sponsored series on Emerging science) 

< 4 presentations on Vermont’s perspective in terms of climate change; natural hazards

< featured on the National Geographic Special - Earth 2009

< liaise with the Vermont Emergency Management on drought, flooding and hazard issues. 

The Vermont State Climate Office hosted the annual meeting of the AASC meeting in Burlington on 7-10 July, 3008. In attendance were a record number of State Climatologists as well as several regional and national NOAA and NWS directors.

