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The Illinois State Climatologist Office (SCO) is located at the Illinois State Water Survey (ISWS) in Champaign, Illinois on the campus of the University of Illinois. Since 1973, ISWS has supplied the salary for the state climatologist, as well as computer and communication support and office space. The office also operates the NWS coop site for Champaign-Urbana.  
ARSCO Qualifications: The AASC has designated the Illinois SCO as the state climate office for Illinois. The following describes the ways in which the office addresses each of the ARSCO qualifications:

Communication Capabilities

The Illinois SCO has phone, fax, and email services with high-speed Internet service for the rapid transfer of data. The state climatologist maintains a web site devoted to climate data and information on a wide variety of climate topics.

Information Services

The Illinois SCO receives numerous requests for climate data and information. In a last year, the SC handled about 500 phone calls and email requests. The web site contains maps, plots, and tables of current climate conditions, historical data, and climate summaries as well as information on important climate topics in Illinois such as El Niño, drought, winter storms, and heat waves. In the last year, the web site received 1.5 million hits with 150,000 unique visitors and 34,000 repeat visitors.  

Research

· For the ISWS Water Supply Planning (WSP) Initiative Year 2, we produced future Great Lake water level scenarios from GCM simulations used in the 2007 IPCC reports. A paper on this subject is under review in the J. of Great Lakes Research. 
· We are in Year 2 of a NOAA grant using the Forts daily climate observation data set to analyze 19th century extreme climate events. 
· We received funding from NOAA Climate Program Office (CPO) Sector Applications Research Program (SARP) through the National Drought Mitigation Center to develop a "Drought Ready Community" in Decatur Illinois.  

· We received funding from AASC for a comparison of CRN sites in Illinois, and for development of new CRN products. 
Outreach

· Wrote contributions to the monthly ISWS Water and Climate Summary.
· Provided data and guidance to agencies in Illinois, including the Illinois Drought Response Task Force, the Illinois Department of Transportation, the Illinois Attorney General's office, and the Illinois Emergency Management Agency.
· Gave 98 media interview and produced monthly press releases.
· Gave 18 public and three professional (scientific) talks.
· Worked with local NWS offices and the Midwestern Regional Climate Center on issues related to climate, including visits to NWS offices, the sharing of data and climate information, and coordinating efforts on CoCoRaHS. 
Monitoring and Impact Assessment

· Provided input into the U.S. Drought Monitor. 
· Monitored climate/meteorological events in Illinois as they unfolded, including the wet spring, severe flooding in June, and more heavy rains in September. 
