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Climatic information is essential to every citizen of Idaho. To help people obtain the climatic and water data and information necessary to planning and every day work, the State Climatologist Program strives to acquire, archive, process and disseminate, in the most cost effect manner possible, all climate and weather information which is or could be of value to policy and decision makers in the state and to provide climatic services which are important to the people of Idaho.

The functions of the State Climatologist and State Climate Services are to:

· act as liaison between Idaho weather information users and the National Climatic Data Center 

· maintain a data bank of climatological and hydrological data and information 

· supply data in a form useful to users 

· perform requested climate analyses or refer requests to other appropriate persons, agencies or consulting firms
· maintain contact with users of climatic and hydrological data in order to ascertain their needs for data and analyses 

· maintain a bibliography of publication pertinent to Idaho and Pacific Northwest climate 

In May, 1978, an agreement was concluded among the National Climatic Data Center, the National Weather Service and the University of Idaho to provide climate services which had been provided by a former National Weather Service program.  ISCS became the AASC Recognized State Climate Office (ARSCO) for the State of Idaho in 2001.

Idaho State Climate Services is housed in the Department of Biological and Agricultural Engineering and is directed by the Idaho State Climatologist. It is supported by the Idaho Agricultural Experiment Station and the Idaho Cooperative Extension System in cooperation with the Idaho Water Resources Research Institute.

ARSCO Qualifications: ISCS is designated by the AASC as the official state climate office for Idaho. The following describes the ways in which ISCS addresses each of the ARSCO qualifications:

Communication Capabilities:

· ISCS maintains internet, email, telephone, and fax communication links.
Information Services:

· Idaho joined CoCoRaHS in January 2009; the Idaho SC serves as the statewide coordinator of the precipitation network, which now has 92 observers.

· Maintain an online archive of the complete period of record for all Idaho Cooperative Observer data sets in cooperation with the University of Idaho Library, which may be downloaded by user-selected station.  http://inside.uidaho.edu/asp/liststations.asp
· Responded to more than 400 e-mail requests for climate data/information/services.
· Answered more than 200 telephone requests
· Interviewed by more than ten Idaho newspapers.
· Maintain an automated weather station, a Cooperative Observer Station with over 110 years of data, and a recording precipitation gage, and partially fund a Sno-Tel site.
· Established three Idaho Transportation Department Road Weather Information System Weather Stations.
Research:

· Use remote sensing to simulate snowmelt runoff from the Upper Snake River.

· Examine the effect of climate change scenarios on snowpack and runoff volumes and timing for the eastern Snake River Plain, the principal water supply for southern Idaho.

· Evaluate the impact of current water rights on distribution of irrigation water under changing supplies associated with various climate change scenarios.

· Evaluate the impact of climate-induced changes to evapotranspiration on irrigation water demand.

· Analyzing historical temperature trends at climate stations across Idaho
· Analyze socio-economic impacts of various climate change scenarios

· Developing algorithms and models to assimilate remotely sensed data for use in spatially distributed land surface-atmosphere exchange models

· Conducting studies for the Idaho Transportation Department on the interaction of inclement weather and road slope and curvature on the frequency of accident occurrences.

Outreach: Participation and collaboration of the following outreach activities:
· Climate Presentations to local elementary schools

· Provide news interviews

· Serve as a climate expert on Idaho Public Television talk shows.
· Work with Boy Scouts of America as a merit badge counselor for environmental science

