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The LOSC is located on the campus of Louisiana State University (LSU) and is housed within the Department of Geography and Anthropology.  

Mission

The mission of the Louisiana Office of State Climatology (LOSC) and the LA State Climatologist is to serve as the State focal point for activities pertaining to the climate of Louisiana.  Responsibilities include:

· to collect, archive, and make available climate data for the state of Louisiana

· to provide climate education and information to the citizens of the region through various outreach programs including the media

· to maintain an active research program pertaining to the climate of Louisiana and the region.  

To achieve these goals, the LOSC cooperates with LSU, the National Weather Service (NWS), Southern Regional Headquarter of the NWS, the Southern Regional Climate Center (SRCC), and the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC).  LSU provides the infrastructure for the LOSC, and the National Weather Service Offices maintain the quality of weather observations in the region, with climate data exchanged between the LOSC, NWS, SRCC, and the NCDC.

ARSCO Qualifications 

LOSC is designated by the AASC as the official state climate office for Louisiana.
Communication Capabilities:

LOSC has full access to internet, email, multiple phone lines, facsimile machines, and regular mail. We maintain a website with updates of daily, weekly, and monthly summaries for the State. 

Information Services:

A primary role of the LOSC is to collect and archive high quality climate data for Louisiana and then make these data available to the general public, often with some interpretation or forensic application. Users of these data include researchers, attorneys, construction companies, federal and state planning agencies, private consultants, power companies, insurance companies, teachers and students, among others. The number of requests continue to decline,  though hundreds are still handled annually.  We also collaborate with the Louisiana Office of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service, where data are shared. 
Research

The LOSC maintains an active research agenda involving the State and region, and sometimes beyond.  Over the past year, this research primarily focused on hurricane climatologies, applied climatology.  We also began a joint venture with the University of Oklahoma to operate a NOAA-Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments called SCIPP – the Southern Climate Impacts Planning Program.  

Outreach

The LOSC conducts frequent interviews with radio, newspaper, and magazine media.  Several hundred media contacts were logged in 2008.   We cooperate and coordinate efforts closely with the NWS Offices in the region. We also remain primed and ready to work with Louisiana Office of Emergency Preparedness when needed.

Monitoring and Impact Assessments: 

The LOSC has taken on the responsibility of producing a weekly summary of the State's weather and climate in the form of the Louisiana Weekly Climate Review available on the LOSC website at the following URL:  <www.losc.lsu.edu>. This report is also e-mailed to over 100 recipients across Louisiana, including most television weather-casters in the State, concerned State Office Officials, as well as the National Weather Service Offices that serve Louisiana.  The Office also provides a weekly summary of Louisiana Climate Data to the National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) that is published weekly in the Louisiana Crop Weather Summary. In addition to these weekly products, the LOSC also produces monthly summaries of the State's Climate data, which is also available on the LOSC website.  The office also produces event-based summaries for significant weather events that impact Louisiana.  The LOSC is also active on the ad hoc committee of the U.S. Drought Monitor.  

