Natural Resources Conservation Service

[image: image2.wmf]National Water and Climate Center

1201 NE Lloyd Blvd, Suite 802

Portland, OR  97232

http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov




National Water and Climate Center Overview

The National Water and Climate Center (NWCC) is part of the Natural Resources Conservation Service within the United States Department of Agriculture.  The Center's mission is to “lead the development and transfer of water and climate information and technology that support natural resource conservation.” The primary goal of the NWCC is to be “a globally recognized source for a quality snow, water, and climate information and technology.”

Staffing

The NWCC consists of three branches under the Center’s Director, Mike Strobel; Mary Greene, Water and Climate Services (WCS), Garry Schaefer, Water and Climate Monitoring (WCM) and Laurel Grimsted, Information Systems Branch (ISB).  Water and Climate Services has two main functions:  produce water supply forecasts for the western U.S. and provide climate services for the NRCS and other cooperating USDA agencies nationwide.  The key climate staff members of this Center are:
· Jim Marron, Resource Conservationist, jim.marron@por.usda.gov, 503-414-3047

· Jan Curtis, Applied Climatologist, jan.curtis@por.usda.gov, 503-414-3017
Hydro-Meteorological Networks
SNOTEL:  About - http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/about.html, Sensors, Data, and Products - http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snow/
Snow Course:  http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/snowcourse/
SCAN:  http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/scan/
Climate Products
Soil Narratives and Tables: http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/cgibin/soil-nar.pl,   http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/climate/climate-map.html
Wind Rose Graphs:  ftp://ftp.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/downloads/climate/windrose
Adjusted Daily Wind Database:  ftp://ftp.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/downloads/climate/windrose
GEM (Generation of Weather Elements for Multiple applications) model:   ftp://ftp.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/downloads/climate/gem
PRISM: http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/climate/prism.html
Western Water Supply Forecasts
Monthly, between January and May, this Center produces reports, maps, and graphs, with explanations on how to interpret these products at: http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/wsf/wsf.html.   Experimental daily water supply products have been developed for water resources managers:  http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/wsf/daily_forecasts.html.
Other Projects
QC of SNOTEL Data Completed

These datasets can be access via the SNOTEL QC data server:  http://gisdev.nacse.org/prism/snotelqc/
Seamless Daily PRISM Maps
The final set of daily US climate maps at a 4 km x 4km resolution for Tmax, Tmin, and Precip from 1960-2001 have been completed and can be acquired by contacting Jan Curtis above.  These data are in GIS format.  The related seamless COOP dataset by state is available at:  http://avenger.wrds.uwyo.edu/Seamless-Coop/
New Maps of SNOTEL Data


NWCC continues to add to its GIS-based products.  The maps are available from - http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/gis/index.html.  

Here is an example of a basin-filled map showing SWE :  ftp://ftp.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/data/water/wcs/gis/maps/west_swepctnormal_update.pdf
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NRCS - National Water and Climate Center


