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Your climate information resource for Wisconsin..




The Wisconsin State Climatology Office (SCO) is affiliated with the Department of Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and is a partner with the Midwestern Regional Climate Center.  The SCO collects and distributes data and information for climate monitoring, provides climate information and interpretation to residents of Wisconsin, develops “value –added” climate for a wide user community, and conducts applied climate research with University and State collaborators.  
Specific elements of the SCO mission include:

· Acquisition, archiving, and distribution of past weather observations from nearly 200 weather stations throughout the state.

· Summarization and dissemination of the information to users and for SCO climate monitoring of variability and trends.

· Production of “value-added” analyses of climate information for use in studies of climate impacts, decision making , and advice to the government on droughts, extreme temperature and precipitation events, probabilities of occurrence, & climate change.

· Conduct collaborations on applied climate research on climate variability, trends, extremes, and impacts.

· Stewardship of an extensive collection of original manuscript records for Wisconsin weather stations, some dating back to the 19th century.
INFORMATION SERVICES 
Website: The SCO maintains its website http://www.aos.wisc.edu/~sco that provides an expanding variety of graphical climate information, data, and links for citizens, scientists and clients in the government and private sector.  Approximately 100 visits per day were made to this website during 2008.  Recent progress on the site includes:

· Development of new sections on Water, Energy, and Agriculture

· Season Pages-products pertinent to each season, and their interannual variability 
· Probabilities of temperature, precipitation and extreme events are being developed

· Climate History: Graphics that demonstrate observed climate variability by year and locations through the state are routinely updated. Extensive records for seven cities illustrate interannual and interdecadal fluctuations and recent climate trends.

Data Services: The SCO staff provides advice on web links to climate data and maps from regional and national centers.  In addition, they also answer questions and fill data requests made by telephone, fax, email and office visits.  The public, media, private sector (e.g., legal, insurance), and governmental agencies made approximately 800 data requests per year. Most requests made by the public are answered without charge. A minimal service charge plus costs is assessed for special data requests that require significant time or scientific effort.
OUTREACH 
The SCO continues to make its presence more widely known to University colleagues and residents of Wisconsin.  In addition to interviews with the electronic and print media in the state, the staff gives lectures at service groups, universities and business conferences.  
University of Wisconsin- John Young continues to be liaison with the Department of Atmospheric & Oceanic Sciences and climate-related research faculty in other departments. In November 2008, he spoke at his AOS “retirement Colloquium” on the revolution in climate and weather during his 50-year career in the field & as a professor in AOS. He also spoke on Chaos in Weather and Climate to the graduating AOS seniors. Ed Hopkins’ role as “Dr. Data” has expanded to include assistance to student researchers from six departments, and consultation on data issues with the Center for Climate Research.

Climate Change- Young was an invited speaker, discussant, and breakout session leader at two public Symposia on global climate change. They were hosted by other campuses: UW Fond du Lac (March 2008) and UW-Stevens Point (Lt. Governor Lawton’s Climate Summit).
WICCI- In 2008, the SCO was recognized as the collaborator within the developing Wisconsin Initiative on Climate Change Impacts, a multidisciplinary program involving university and government scientists. This collaboration is likely to lead to an expanded SCO mission in Wisconsin climate change science applications in the future.

National Weather Service- SCO regularly interacts with three NWS offices. In May 2008, we also co-hosted the NWS Central Region Data Stewardship Meeting at the University of Wisconsin. 

RESEARCH—Ed Hopkins is analyzing weather extremes reported at individual stations throughout the state and is a member of the State Climate Extremes Committee.  He coauthored a chapter on early weather observations in the Old Northwest that will appear in an edited book on the early instrumental record and climate variability in North America. Young is developing plans to expand the probabilistic content of our data analyses, which will provide a clearer starting point for analysis of climate extremes and their trend. Particular attention is being paid to the recurrence probabilities for heavy multi-day rains.  The SCO continues to collaborate in a climate research project with the Center for Climatic Research and the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison involving regional climate change.
PROJECTS AT END OF 2008 –

· Create a more formal relation of the SCO with the University

· Formally define all staff positions and develop funding for them

· Establish ARSCO status

· Partner with local, state and federal government agencies on matters relating to climate services and long-term climate change

· Continue expansion of  website information, smoothed graphics, & probabilities
· Expand collaborative research with campus and state in WICCI.
· Continue contacts with media and issue timely press releases.

· Develop small applied research projects & collaborations with AOS researchers.

	Contact Information – 

Wisconsin State Climatology Office 
1225 W. Dayton St. 
Madison, WI 53706

Phone: 608-263-2374 
Fax: 608-263-7679 
Email: STCLIM@aos.wisc.edu
Meteorology and Space Science Building, on UW-Madison campus, home of Wisconsin State Climatology Office (photo by Hopkins)
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